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(57) Abstract: The present invention pertains to an agent for reducing drying shrinkage which, in order to obtain good repro-
ducibility of high-precision molded bodies in extrusion molding etc. of ceramics, is effective in minimizing the shrinkage of ce-
ramic molded bodies due to drying after molding, and has good shape retention. The invention also pertains to a method for re-
ducing drying shrinkage of ceramic molded bodies in which the agent for reducing drying shrinkage is used. This agent for reduc-
ing drying shrinkage contains polymeric microparticles, and is characterized in that said polymeric microparticles have an average
particle diameter of 10 um to 100 um when saturated and swollen with deionized water, and in that 0.1 to 60 mL/g of deionized
water are absorbed at normal pressure. In addition, said polymeric microparticles are preferably manufactured by the reverse-
phase suspension polymerization method.
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